Cognitive functioning and geriatric suicide ideation: testing a mediational model.
The authors evaluated a structural model of the relationship between cognitive functioning and geriatric suicide ideation, mediated by Depression/Hopelessness, a latent construct characterized by a combination of the two. A heterogeneous sample of 90 elderly participants completed the Geriatric Suicide Ideation Scale, a new, multidimensional self-report measure of suicide ideation in seniors, and measures of cognitive functioning, depression, and both global and social forms of hopelessness. The results demonstrated significant associations between suicide ideation and the various predictor variables. The results of structural-equation modeling supported the proposed mediational model, indicating that the Depression/Hopelessness construct mediates the relationship between cognitive functioning and suicide ideation among older persons. These findings have implications for the conceptualization and treatment of potentially suicidal elderly persons.